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PHIL. i. 17.-—latter Part. 


Knowing that I am ſet for the 
Defence of the Goſpel. 


HE Connexion of the Words with 


e =" the foregoing Context you have thus: 
BTE Tux One preach Chriſt of Conten- 
Nees 2 tion, not ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add 


—_ 7; to my Bonds. But the 
Other of Love, Knowing that I am ſet for the 
Defence of the Goſpel. 

THE Conduct of Divine Providence in ſome 
Inſtances is ſo ſtrange and myſterious, that it 
raiſes our Admiration, and entertains the Mind 
with Wonder and Surprize. | 

W ao could have imagin'd that ſuch a fiery 

Perſecutor 'and bitter Enemy to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt as Paul once was, would have manifeſted 
an uncommon Zeal in eſpouſing its Cauſe, main- 
taining its Purity, and vindicating its Honour 
and Reputation in the World. But God's 
Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, neither are his 
Ways as our Ways. 


-'/ A 2 THE 


(4) 

Tux Great God chuſeth what Inſtruments he 

pleaſeth to do his Work, and advance his Inte- 
reſt and Kingdom amongſt Men, and by his So- 
vereign Grace ſoon transforms a Miniſter of 
Darkneſs, into an Angel of Light, and calls him 
off from the Enemies Quarters to fight the Bat- 
tles of the Lord, and endure Hardneſs as a good 
Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt. 

As there were ſignal Marks and Characters of 
a peculiar Grandeur evident and conſpicuous in 
the Converſion of this Apoſtle, ſo they did evi- 
dently preſage ſomething peculiar and extraordi- 
nary in his future Management and Behaviour. 
He was ſtop'd in his mad Career by a loud Voice 
from Heaven, and furrounded with dazling Beams 
of Light, as a Præludium to that bright and 
noble Part he was to act upon the Stage of Chri- 
ſtianity. This Great Apoſtle, tho' One born out 
of due Time, yet did not come ſhort of his Fel- 
low-Apoſtles for Miniſterial Zealy Diligence and 
Fidelity, but diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by his ſupe- 
rior Graces and Labours, and ſhin'd like a Star 
of the firſt Magnitude in that high Office and 
exalted Orb he mov'd in. Tho' this Man was 
remarkable for his Humility, yet when his Com- 
miſſion was call'd in Queſtion, his Perſon de- 
{pis'd, and his Miniſtry in Danger of being 
brought into Contempt, he ſhews his Reſent- 
ment of the Injury that was done him, and in- 
fiſts upon it, that he was not inferiour to other 
Apoſtles, and might challenge an equal Defe- 
rence and Reſpect. * For I ſuppoſe I was not 
a whit behind the very chief Apoſtles. And in the 
Words of my Text he ſpeaks of himſelf as the 
Great Defender of Chriſtianity, and a Champion 
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for the bleſſed Goſpel. Knowing that I am ſet 


for the Defence of the Goſpel. Whatever Baſe- 


neſs or Cowardice others might be aw'd or flat- 
ter'd into, he was not to be wrought upon by 
all the Terrors or Artifices of Men to betray the 
Cauſe: of his Lord and Maſter, but reſolves to 
ſupport the Goſpel of Chriſt to the utmoſt of 
his Power. £ 

War I deſign in the Proſecution of this 
| rac nt ſhall .be reduc'd to theſe following 

cads. | 


I. I SHALL ſhew, what we are to under- 
ſtand by the Goſpel. 


II. Make it appear that the Goſpel is wor- 
thy of Detence. 


HI. ExnqQuiRE in what Reſpects the Apo- 
ſtle Paul was ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel. 


IV. Sux w, that the Miniſters of Chriſt, in 
all Ages, are oblig'd to ſtand up in its Defence. 


V. SHEw, how the Goſpel ſhould be de- 
fended. And,. 


VI. App Ly the Whole. 


I. Trex, I am to ſhew, what we are to 
underſtand by the Go/pel. And by the Goſpel 
we are to underſtand that Scheme of Truth and 
Duty which is laid down in the New Teſtament, 
or that divine and excellent Religion which our 
bleſſed Saviour came to ſet up and eſtabliſh in 
the World. The Goſpel contains Matters of 
Faith, as well as of Practice; and ſurely the 
ſublime Doctrine of the Trinity, and the great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, 
are to be reckon'd as Parts of the Goſpel, as 


well as thoſe admirable Rules and Precepts it 


lays 
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(6s) 
lays before us to regulate our Conduct, and refine 
our Morals. 

THo' the Goſpel in a narrow and limited Senſe 
ſignifies good News, or glad Tidings of a Sa- 
viour; yet taken in its full Latitude, it compre- 
hends the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity, which 
contains Credenda, as well as Agenda, Things to 

be believed, as well as Things to be done; and 
it is poſſible for a Man to * make Shipwreck of 
Faith, as well as a good Conſcience. And you read 
of ſome that © have erred concerning the Faith. And 
we are to d contend for the Faith. And we are to 
e hold the Myſtery of the Faith in à pure Conſci- 
ence. | | 
- THErxre are ſome fundamental Truths laid 
down in the Goſpel, which are not to be op- 
pos or denied without apparent Hazard and 
anger to the Soul. Thus, ſuch as * deny the 
Lord that bought them, are ſaid to bring in dam- 
wable Here ſies. . 
| II. I Am to make it appear, that the Goſpel is 
| worthy of Defence. And, 
| 1. THE Goſpel is worthy of Defence, as it 
is a Divine Rovelition. 
| 2. As it preſents the World with a Religion 
| | which * all others. And, | 


3. As it lays the ſureſt Foundation for our 
Faith and Hope. 

1. The Goſpel is worthy of Defence, as it is 
: a Divine Revelation. Secret Things belong to 
God, but thoſe Things which are reveal'd unto us, 
{ and to our Children. And ſuch a glorious Reve- 
| lation as is to be found in the bleſſed Goſpel de- 
ſerves to be kept ſacred and inviolable. Chri- 


„ Tim. i. 19. © 1 Tim. vi. 21. jude iii. 1 Tink 
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ſtianity is no humane Invention, or cunningly de- 
viſed Fable, but of a Divine Original, and makes 


a bright Diſcovery of the Nature and Attris 


butes of God, of his Kingdom and Govern- 
ment, and of his kind and favourable Thoughts 
towards the Apoſtate Children of Men. 8 No 
Man hath ſeen God at any Time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the Boſom of the Father, he hath 
declared him. 

THE Goſpel is worthy to be defended, as it is 
a ſupernatural Revelation, and carries the Marks 
of Divinity along with it, as it unfolds the Arcana 
of Heaven, and reveals the moſt profound My- 
ſteries; as it diſplays the Divine Perfections in a 
peculiar Radiancy, and ſtands confirmed by a 
ſhining Train of unconteſted Miracles. 

2. THE Goſpel is worthy of Defence, as it 
preſents the World with a Religion which ex- 
cels all others. Chriſtianity is a noble Inſtitution, 
admirably adapted to repair the Ruins of the 
Fall, to recover Mankind from their woful Apo- 
ſtacy, and raiſe humane Nature to the higheſt 
Pitch of Perfection it is capable of. This is a 
Religion which contains a compleat Syſtem of 
Divine Precepts, which gives the beſt Rok of 
Living, enforceth them with the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
tives and the moſt powerful Sanctions, and la 
before us the moſt perfect Pattern and Example, 
even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Chriſtian In- 
ſtitution juſtly calls for a-vigorous Defence, be- 
cauſe it vaſtly exceeds all others, ſhines with in- 
imitable Glory, and ſets our Duty and Happineſs 
in the cleareſt and moſt convincing Light. 
Tux beſt Philoſophy of the Heathens was 
but a blind Guide, and left them in the dark as to 


8 John i. 18. 
| their 


(68) 
their Notions and Purſuits of true Blefſedneſs ; 
and their brighteſt Morals were tainted with a 
baſe Alloy, and corrupted by many groſs and im- 
pure Mixtures. The World by Wiſdom knew not 
God. Mahometaniſm is beneath the Dignity of 
a rational Being, gives too great a Latitude to 
the lower Appetites, and propoſcth a Heaven 
more becoming a Brute than a Man. But the 
Goſpel preſents us with a Religion ſuited to our 
Wellen Natures, which tends to refine and 
improve the nobler Faculties of the Soul, and 
opens purer Scenes of Glory to our View. Chriſt 
by the Goſpel hath fcatter'd the interpoſing 
Clouds, as brought Life and Immortality to 
Ligbt. Inſtead of deluding the Mind with the 
Romantick Dream of Elyfan Fields, and a Pa- 
radiſe of ſenſual Pleaſures ; he tells us of a World 
of unſpotted Purity and immaculate Bliſs and 
Joys where we ſhall be made perfect in our 

tkeneſs to God, and ſee him as he is. 

3. The Goſpel is worthy of Defence, as it lays 
the ſureſt Foundation for our Faith and Hope. 
T EIsõ is the great k Golpel-Record, that God 
bath given to us eternal Life, and this Life is in 
his Son. The Goſpel brings the glad Tidings of 
a_ Saviour. This diſplays the Divinity of his 
Nature, the Glory of his Perſon, the Dignity 
of his Sufferings, and the infinite Merit of his 
Righteouſneſs and Blood; ſo that Gog may now 
be juſt, and yet the Fuſtifier of him that believeth 
in Jeſus. * This is a faithful Saying, and worthy 
of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
A orld to fave Sinners. And as Chriſt came into 

the World, and died for our Offences, (according 
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to the Goſpel) fo he 79/8 again for our Fuſtifica= 
tion. * IM herefore he is able to ſave them to the 
nttermnſi, that come unto God by him, ſeeing he 
ever liveth to plead their Cauſe, and intercede for 
them. | 

THe Goſpet contains an Account of the In- 
earnation, Satisfaction and Interceſſion of the 
Son of God, and of the rich and precious Pro- 
miſes of Pardon of Sin, the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and eternal Life, which are a ſure Ground, 
and ſtable Bottom for a Chriftian to raiſe his 
Hope and Confidence upon, and fo is worthy of 
our utmoſt Vindication and Defence: For if the 
Foundations be deflroy'd, what can the Riphteous 
do? It we give up divine Revelation, we have 
nothing firm and ſolid to fix upon, we wander 
in the Dark, quit ou glorions Hopes, and re- 
nounce our bright Proſpects of a bleſſed Immor- 
tality. Therefore we have all imaginable Rea- 
ſon to contend earneſtly for the Faith once deliver'd 
to the Saints; for by giving up the Articles of 
our Faith, we in effect diſclaim the common Sal- 
vation. If our Faith be vain, we are yet in our. 
$7ns; but if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe 
again, even fo them alſo which ſleep in Teſus ſhall. 
God bring with him. | 

III. I propos'd to enquire in what Reſpects 
the Apoſtle Paul was ſet for the Defence of the 
Goſpel. And, | 

1. THE Apoſtle Paul was ſet for the Defence 
of the Goſpel, in Reſpect of his e 
Zeal and Vigilance to maintain its Purity. And, 

2. IN Reſpect of his extraordinary Labours 
and Suffering. ; | 


* 


* Heb, vii. 25. 


B 1. THE 


—— — * — 
. 


(10) | 
1. Tar Apoſtle Paul was ſet for the Defence 
of the Goſpel, in Reſpect of his extraordinary 
Zeal and Vigilance, to maintain its Purity. 'The 
eminent Care, and ardent Zeal of this great Apo- 


file to preſerve the Purity of the Goſpel againſt 


the ſly Inſinuations, and bold Attempts ot falſe 
Apoſtles, and ſeducing Teachers, ſhine bright 
and illuſtrious in ſeveral of his Epiſtles. When 
the Doctrine of Chriſt was * adulterated, or ex- 


poſed to Sale, he could not ſtand by as an unmov'd 


Spectator, or ſhew a Coldneſs and Indifference 
when Truth was in Danger. If the Goſpel was 
attack'd by the Sleight of Men, and cunning Craf- 
tineſs whereby they lay in wait to deceive, he ap- 
pears vigorouſly in its Defence, and as its Guar- 
dian Angel brandiſheth the Sword of the Spirit 
to repel the daring Aſſault. | 

THr1s great Patron of Chriſtianity bravely 
withſtands its avowed Enemies, and expoſes the 
Sophiſtry, and lays open the ſubtil and artful 
Management of its pretended Friends. With 
what a jealous Eye does he watch over the 
Churches? How earneſtly does he exhort and in- 
treat them to hold faſt the Form of ſound Words ? 
And how zealous and active is this Apoſtle to put 
a ſtop to the Growth of Corruption and Error? 
Addrefling himſelf to the Corinthians, he faith, 
am jealous over you with godly Fealouſy; for I 
have eſpouſed you to one Huſband, that 1 may pre- 
ſent you as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt. But I fear, 
left by any Means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve 
through his Subtilty, ſo your Minds ſhould be cor- 
rupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, The 


* 2 Cor. ii. 17. Ie are not as many, which xarnnveyre; | 
(corrupt) the Word of God. 
* 2 Cor. xi. 2 2. 
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ſame Apoſtle writing to the Theſalonians ſpeaks 
thus; m For this Cauſe when I could no longer 
forbear, I ſent to know your Faith, leſt by ſome 
Means the Tempter have tempted you, and our La- 
bour be in vain. In his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
he relates how ſtedfaſt he was in aſſerting and 
maintaining the native Purity and Simplicity of 
the Goſpel, _ n falſe Brethren unawares 
brought in, who (lays he) came privily to ſpy out our 
Liberty which we have in Chriſt Feſus, that they 
might bring us into Bondage. To whom we gave Place 
by Subjeftion, no not for an Hour; that the Truth 
of the Goſpel might continue with you.And Gal.i. 8,9. 
like one fir'd with a divine Ardour, and touch'd 
with a Coal from the heavenly Altar. He declares 
with a peculiar Warmth againſt any that ſhould 
pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſet up a new 
Scheme of Religion under that venerable Name. 
But tho” we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel unto you, than that which we 
have preach'd unto you, let him be accurſed. As 
we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, If any Man 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that ye have 
received, let him be accurſed. That Revelation 
Paul had receiv'd and publiſh'd to the World as 
the Goſpel of Chriit, he was concern'd to de- 
fend with a Zeal proportionable to its great Mo- 
ment and vaſt Importance. He did not ſtand by 
as a Neuter in the Cauſe of his glorious Redeem- 
er, tamely give up the ſacred Truths of the Goſ- 
pel, or ſuffer crafty and deſigning Men, who 
crept in unawares, and corrupted the Word of 
God, to ſpread their pernicious Errors without 
Reſiſtance or Oppoſition, but manifeſted a deep 

Concern to ſuppreſs the growing Contagion, and 
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exhorted Chriſtians to watch, and ſtand faſt in 
the Faith. If any invented a. new Frame of 
Chriſtianity, or pretended to ſet up a new Light 
in the Church, contrary to the Doctrine he had 
taught, he was very careful to warn the Chriſti- 
ans in his Days of the Fallacy and Seduction, 
and ſhewed them the Vanity of truſting to an 
Tenis fatuus, which would turn them out of the 
right Way, and draw them into a dangerous 
Bog, if not lead them over a fatal Precipice. The 
Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, o According io the 
Grace of God which is given unto me, as a Wiſe 
Maſter-Builder I have laid the Foundation, and 
another buildeth thereon ; but let every Man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other Jounda- 
tion can no Man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jeſus Chrift. If Men aroſe, ſpeaking perverſe 
Things, with a Deſign to make a Party, and 
draw the Diſciples after them, this Apoſtle had 
ſo much cal for the Truth, that he preſſeth 
thoſe under his Care with great Affection and 
Earneſtneſs to be upon their Guard, leſt they be- 
ing alſo led away with the Error of the Wicked, 
ſhould fall from their own Stedfaſtne(s. 

2. THE Apoſtle Paul was ſet for the De- 
fence of the Goſpel, in reſpect of his extraordi- 
nary Labours and Sufferings. Tho' he calls him- 
ſelf be leaſt of the Apoſtles, yet he ſays, that he 
P labour'd more abundantly than they all. 

Wir what uncommon Fervour and Acti- 
vity did this eminent Servant of Jeſus Chriſt diſ- 
charge his Apoſtolical Function? As his Office 
Abe him to go from Place to Place, he gives 
himſelf no Reſt, but with unwearied Diligence 
traverſeth Sea and Land to propagate the Chri- 


E 1 Cor. iii. 10, 17, P x Cor, xv, 10. 
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ſtan Religion, and gain Proſclytes to his bleſſed 
Lord and Maſter. He fails from Port to Port, 
and travels from City to City, and from Nation 
ro Nation, preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom. 
His Epiſtles written to the Churches, which he 
had planted in diſtant Regions and different 
Countries, ſtand upon publick Record as ſignal 
Monuments of his indefatigable Labour and In- 
duſtry. What mighty Toils and Fatigues, and 
bitter Conflicts and Sufferings did Paul endure 
in ſpreading and defending the Doctrine of 
Chriſt? And that which added to his Burden, 
was the mighty Charge which returned with the 
Revolution of every Day, the Care of all the 
Churches. 4 Are they Miniſters of Chriſt ? 
(1 [peak as a Fool) I am more; in Labours more 
abundant z in Stripes above Meaſure; in Deaths 
oft. Of the Jews five Times received 1 forty 
Stripes ſave one; thrice was T beaten with Rods; 
once I was ſtoned; thrice I ſujfer'd Shipzoreck;, a 
. Night and a Day 1 haue been in the Deep. 
1n journeying often ; in Perils of Waters; in Pe- 
rils of Robbers, in Perils by mine own Conntry- 
men; in Perils by the Heathen, in Perils in the 
City ; in Perils in the Wilderneſs; in Perils in the 
Sea; in Perils among falſe Brethren. In N ca- 
rineſs and Painfulneſs; in Matchings often; in 
Hunger and Thirſt; in Faſtings often; in Cold and 
Nakedneſs.———Beſides thoſe Things that are with- 
out, that which cometh upon me daily, the Care 
of all the Churches. 

T n1s excellent Apoſtle ſpares no Pains, fears 
no Dangers, and ſticks at no Hardſhips and Dif- 
ficulties, but as a reſolute and brave Defender of 
the Faith ſtands ready to be offer d, and 1 a glo- 
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nous Victim in the Redeemer's Cauſe. He fought 
the good Fight, expos'd himſelf in the high 
Places of the Field, and bore in his Body 7he 
Marks of the Lord Jeſus. Like a Chriſtian He- 
ro he ſtands it out againſt all Oppoſition, and is 
ready to receive the mortal Wound in Defence 
of the Goſpel, and ſeal the Truth with the 
Teſtimony of his deareſt Blood. With what in- 
vincible Fortitude does he ſpeak? * None of theſe 
Things move me, neither count I my Life dear unto 
my felf, fo that I might finiſh my Courſe with 
Joy, and the Miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord Feſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God. And, I am ready not to be bound only, but 
alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the Name of the Lord 
eſis. | 

IV. I Am to ſhew, that the Miniſters of 
Chriſt in all Ages, are oblig'd to ſtand up in 
Defence of the Goſpel. _ l 

You read that an aſcended Saviour * gave 
feme Apoſiles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan- 
geliſis, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers For the 


' perfetting of the Saints, for the Work of the Mini- 


fry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. And 
ſurely theſe great and valuable Ends cannot be 
romoted and adyanc'd, unleſs the Foundation 
ſecur d, and the great Truths of the Goſpel 
defended againſt the cunning Artifices and open 
Attempts of ſecret and avowed Enemics. It 
was predicted, that in the latter Times Men 
ſhould v depart from the Faith. Therefore the 
Apoſtle exhorts Timothy v to watch in all Things. 
Ware N the Apoſtle was taking his Leave of 
the Elders of Epheſus, with what Solemnity 


Acts x 24 Acts xxi. 13. © Epheſ; iv. 11, 
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doth he charge them to take heed of themſelves; 
and to all the Flock, and to watch over them 
with the utmoſt Care and Tenderneſs, that they 
might not be deyour'd by * grievous Molves, 
which he foretold would enter in among them, or 
ſeduc'd by Men which ſhould ariſe among them- 
ſelves, ſpeaking perverſe Things. | 

TE Titles and Characters Miniſters are in- 
veſted with in the Holy Scriptures naturally and 
plainly import, that they are ſet for the Defence 
of the Goſpel. As they are Nutchmen, they are 
bound in Duty to be upon the Guard, and give 
the Alarm upon the Approach of Danger. As 
they are Stewards of the Myſteries of God, they 
are oblig'd to vindicate the awful and myſterious 
. Doctrines of Chriſtianity, to provide wholeſome 
Food, and give every one his Portion in due 
Scalon. As they are Labourers in God's Vine- 
yard, my are to uſe their beſt Skill to extirpate 
every poiſonous Weed, every Heretical Opinion, 
and pluck up every banetul and pernicious Error. 
As they are Shepherds, they are to guard the 
Flock of Chriſt againſt falſe Teachers, who put 
on a Diſguiſe, and come to them in Sheeps 
Clothing, as well as againſt ravenous Beaſts of 
Prey, which appear in naked and open Hoſtility. 
As Biſhops or Overſeers, they are to lead their 
People in the Way of 'Truth, and the Paths of 
Righteouſneſs, and fo feed the Church of Cad 
which he hath purchas'd with his own Blood. 
As they are the Ambaſſadors of King Jeſus, they 
are to purſue their Inſtructions, plead the Cauſe, 
and aller the Grandeur and Dignity of their 
Royal Maſter. The Miniſters of Chriſt are un- 
der an indiſpenſable Obligation to ſupport his 
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» » 
Honour, and keep his Doctrine pure and entire; 
They are bound to defend the Goſpel, as it is a 


Treaſure lodg'd in their Hands, and as it is a 


y Truſt commitied to their Care. * We have this 
Treafire in earthen Veſſels. As ave are allow'd of 
God ts be put in Truſt with the Goſpel. If we 
ſhould barter away this heavenly Treaſure, or 
betray the ſacred and important Truſt we are 
charg'd with, we ſhall be call'd to a dreadful | 
Reckoning at laſt. We are to watch for Souls 

as thoſe that muſt give an Account. Neceſſity is 
upon us, and Moe be to us, if we preach not the 


Go/pel. | X 
U. T am to ſhew, how the Miniſters of Chriſt 

ſhould defend the Goſpel. ; 

Now the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould defend 


Fir Goſpel. by juſt and honourable, ſober and 


e riſtian. Methods. If a Man f/irive for the 
Maſtery, he ſhould rive lawfully. We ſhould 
carefully avoid all ſiniſter and unrighteous Pro- 
ceedings in contending for the Faith, and act 
with unblemiſh'd Integrity, like Men of Con- 
ſcience, and Men of Horiour, giving no Offence 


in any Thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 


When we ſet ourſelves to defend the bleſſed 
Goſpel, Pride and Infolence, Paſſion and Preju- 
dice ſhould not be Parties in the Controverſy, 
left the glorious Cauſe we eſpouſe be impair'd 
and weaken'd by our ill Conduct, and criminal 
zehaviour. | 
Wren we are aſſerting the great and im- 
portant Doctrines of Chriſtianity, we ſhould | 
not forget the excellent Rules and Precepts of 
it, but manage with a due Decorum, that the 


Adverſaries of Truth may not talk reproachfully, 


7 2 Cor. iv. 7. | 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. 


' \ or 
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or if they ſhould ſpeak Evil of us without 4 
Cauſe, they may be aſham'd, who falſiy accuſe 
our good Converſation in Chriſt. And Miniſters 
(as I conceive) ſhould make uſe of theſe follow- 
ing Methods in Defence of the Goſpel, which 
I take to be proper, juſt and equitable. 

1. Tae Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould defend the 
Goſpel by Argument and Perſuaſion. We ſhould 
defend the bleſſed Goſpel, not by Force of Arms, 
but by Dint of Argument; not by humane 
Tribunals, or the vain Terrors of Men, but by 
Scripture-Evidence, and the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, which is the Word of God. The Weapons 
of our Warfare are not carnal. And the Wrath 
of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. 
The Miniſters of Chriſt are to make Proſelytes, 
and compel People ro come in, not by ſangui- 
nary Laws or Acts of Violence, but by all the 
Powers of Reaſon, by all the Methods of Chri- 
ſtian Perſuaſion, and by all the Charms of ſacred 
and divine Eloquence. We are to draw Souls to 
the Lord Jeſus in a Way ſuited to their rational 
Natures. We ſhould appeal to the Underſtand- 
ings of Men, endeavour to convey Light into 
their Minds, and lay before them ſuch plain and 
convincing Proofs, as may help them to ſee the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
believe the Truths of the Goſpel. And if any 
ſhould depart from the Faith, and fall into Er- 
ror, we ſhould make ule of all perſuaſive Mo- 
tives and Arguments to reduce them from their 
Wanderings. We ſhould intreat them to look 
into the Scriptures, and peruſe the ſacred Oracles 
with an humble and teachable Diſpoſition, lay- 
ing aſide all Prejudices; and we ſhould ſhew 
them how plainly and fully the divine Writings 
aſſert and Eaves" theſe we? Points, which 

are 
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are neceſſary to Salvation. Our bleſſed Saviour 
confuting the Sadducees, tells them, 7e err, 
not knowing the Scriptures, nor the Power of God. 
And John v. he having inſiſted upon ſuch 
Topicks, as prov'd his Divinity; V. 39. he 
bids the Jews, who had rais'd Cavils againſt 
him, to ſearch the Scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal Life , and they are 
they which teſtify of me. And when the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt are engag'd in defending the 
Goſpel, they ſhould do it with Calmnels and 
Temper, avoiding all Bitterneſo, and Wrath, and 
Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, guard- 
ing againſt railing Accuſations, and ſcornful and 
abuſive Language, as knowing a good Caule 
may ſuffer 16 by ſuch a wretched Manage- 
ment; and a bad one muſt needs grow worſe, 
and appear more odious in the Eyes of all wiſe 
and good Men, by ſuch baſe and diſhonourable 
Methods as theſe. b The Servant of the Lord 
muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men, apt to 
teach, patient In Meckneſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves ; if God peradventure will give 
them Repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth. 

2. THE Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould back their 
Endeavours with frequent and fervent Prayers. 

MINISTE RS ſhould be Men of Prayer. This 
{piritual Weapon well manag'd may help us to 
cut a glorious Way through the _ Oppo- 
ſition which is made againſt the rine of 
Chriſt, and triumph over all the Strength and 
Policy of its Adverſaries. When we are con- 
tending for the Faith, the moſt likely Method 
to ſucceed, is to fight upon our Knees. We 
ſhould frequently ſend up our devout and earneſt 


* Matt, xxii, 29. > z Tim. ii. 24. 271. 
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Addreſſes to Heaven, and call down divine Aids 
from above: For the Wiſdom of God is wiſer 
than Men, and the Power of God is ftronger than 
Men. The moiſt preſſing Motives and Argu- 
ments may fail of Succeſs, unleſs the Lord be 
3 to reveal his own Arm, convince the 

ind, and faſten the Nail in a fure Place. The 
Face is not to the Swift, nor the Battel to the 
Strong, but the Victory belongs to God. The 
Spirit mult rate of the Things of Chriſt, and ſhew 
them to Men, before they can ſee the Force and 
Evidence of Divine 'Truths. When Peter made 
a Confeſſion of his Faith, and ſaid to Jeſus, Thou 
art Chriſt the Son of the Living God. Our Savi- 
our tells him, © Fleſh and Blood hath not re- 
veal'd it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
Heaven. © Lydia's Heart was firſt open'd, and 
then ſhe attended to the Things which were 
ſpoken by Paul. Goſpel-Myſteries are wrapt 
up in a Cloud, and conceal'd from the benighted 
. Underſtanding before Chriſt removes the inter- 
poſing Veil, and ſhines in upon the Soul with 

eams of heavenly Light. Therefore let us give 
ourſelves to Prayer, and humbly implore the 

eat and good Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, 
or ſuch as fit in Darkneſs, that the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs may ariſe upon them with healing 
wn, his Wings, and that he would pleaſe to 
purge his Church from all dangerous and de- 
ſtructive Errors; that he would have Compaſſion 
upon the Ignorant, and feed them with Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding; and that he would re- 
duce the wandering Sheep, and bring back them 
that are out of the Way. 


© Matt, xvi, 16. Acts xvi. 14. 
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3. TR Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould defend 
the Goſpel, by a due Care, as to Perſons whom 
they ordain, or ſet apart to the Sacred Office. 
Miniſters ſhould not raſhly engage in a Solemnity 
of this Nature, without enquiring into Mens 
Principles, and Manner of Life. The juſt Re- 
gard we ought to have for the Honour of God, 
the Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of pre- 
eious Souls, ſhould oblige us to proceed with a 
becoming Caution in this weighty Affair. Paul 
mjoins Timothy © to lay Hand ſuddenly on no 
Man, that he might not be Partaker of other Mens 
Sins, but keep himſelf pure. And the Apoltle 
exhorts him thus; f The Things that thou haſt 
heard of me among many Witneſſes, the ſame com- 
mit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to 
teach others alſo. The Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
pel 1s too great and valuable a Truſt to be depo- 
fited in the Hands of thoſe, who would horri- 
| bly abuſe, or notoriouſly pervert it. Such as 
groſ'y corrupt the Word of God, as well as the 
gnorant and Scandalous, are no proper Perſons 

to ſerve at the Altar, and miniſter in Holy 
Things. An Heretick, tho' he may quote Scrip- 
ture to patronize his Error, ſhould not be en- 
courag'd, but rejected. The Apoltle Peter ſpeaks 
of ſome, who s wreſ# the Scriptures unto their 
own Deſiruttion. Therefore the ſubſcribing the 
bare Words of the Bible, are not a ſufficient Evi- 
dence that Men are ſound in the Faith; and it 
muſt be Impofition with a Witneſs, for Mini- 
ſters to be compell'd to ordain, or recommend 
thoſe, whom they are perſuaded in their Conſci- 
ences hold falſe and pernicious Opinions, and are 
likely to ſcatter Poiſon among the People inſtead 


* 7 TU. v. 28, 2 Tim. ii. 2. © 2 Pet, iii. 16. 


of 
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of wholeſome Food. If Candidates for the Mi- 
niſtry are not to be examin'd in what Senſe they 
take the Scriptures, how can the Ordainers be 
ſatisfied as to their Qualifications, or know whe- 
ther they are apt to teach, or whether they have 
Ability or Inclination to convince Gain/ayers. One 
— think Proteſtants ſhould not plead for ſuch 
a blind Conduct, or act implicitly in a Matter of 
ſo great Moment and Importance. | 

4. THE Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould defend 
the Goſpel by ſeaſonable Advices and Exhortati- 
ons, and by ſolemn Warnings and Admonitions. 


Miniſters, efpecially in perilous Times, ſhould ad-. 


vile and exhort Chriſtians to beware of the Lea- 
ven of unſound Doctrine, and guard againſt Se- 
ducers; to keep the good Thing committed to them, 
and ſtand faſt in the Faith. Tho' we are not to 


pronounce damnatory Sentences, or fit as Judges 


of Mens final and eternal State, yet we ſhould 
warn them of the Danger their Souls are expos'd 
to, by entertaining Opinions ſubverſive of the 
great and fundamental Truths of the Goſpel. 
Some are to be h rebutd ſharply, that they may 
be ſound in the Faith. If any of our Flock ſhould 
happen to go aſtray, and wander into By-Paths, 
we ſhould ſtrive to reduce them by falutary 
Counſels, by _— Intreaties, and by lay- 
ing before them the fatal Tendency of their evil 

ays. Such as turn aſide from the Holy Com- 
mandment deliver'd unto them, ſhould be ſmart- 
ly reprov'd. | N 

As Miniſters ſhould guide and encourage the 
Weak, and gather theſe Lambs in their Arms; 
and as they ſhould nouriſh Babes in Chriſt with 
the /incere Milk of the Word; ſo they ſhould 


*TU-5. 1 
admoniſh 
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admoniſh the Erroneous, and warn the Unruly, 
and ſhew them the Hazards they run by renoun- 
cing Chriſtianity, either in Principle or Practice. 
See in what an awful Manner Paul ſpeaks to 
Timothy, i I charge thee before God, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick and the 
Dead at his Appearing, and his Kingdom; Preach 
rhe Word; be inſtant in Seaſon, out of 7 3 
Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort with all Long-ſuffering 
aud Doctrine. It follows, * For the Time will 
come when they will not endure ſound Doctrine, but 
after their own Luſis ſhall they heap unto- them- 
2 Teachers, having itching Ears. And they 

all turn away their Ears from the Truth, and 
Hall be turned unto Fables. As the Goſpel is 
committed to our Truſt, we are to make full 
Proof of our Miniſtry, I warning every Man, 
and teaching every Man in all Wiſdom, that we 
may preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 

AND thus I have pointed at the Methods the 
Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould make uſe of in De- 
fence of the Goſpel. Knowing that 1 am ſet for 
the Defence of the Goſpel. | 


APPLICATION. 


_— AND laſtly, I proceed to apply the Whole. 
A f ; 

1. Is it fo, That the Miniſters of Chriſt are 
fet for the Defence of the Goſpel. Then this may 
terve to inform us of the Difficulty of the Work 
we are call'd to. The paſtoral Office is not a 
Poſt of Eaſe and Pleaſure, or of Pomp and 


'2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, Verſ. 3, 4. Coloſ. i. 28. 
Grandeur: 
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Grandeur : No, the Work of a Miniſter is a 
very hard and difficult Work. The Characters 
we bear import Diligence and Induſtry, Sagacit 
and Watchfulneſs. The Adverſaries of Trut 
we are to contend with, are neither few nor 
contemptible, and it is not the Taſk of an eaſie 
Labour to guard againſt them, to unravel their 
Schemes, a 
their cunning and artful Devices. 

THE Goſpel hath many Enemies, and meets 
with great Oppoſition from all Quarters. 

SOME of its Doctrines are ſo ſublime and 
myſterious, that they are boldly attack'd by the 
ſubtil Cavils, haughty Reaſonings, and perverſe 
Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds : And its 
Precepts are ſo pure and ſpiritual, that they are 
vigorouſly encounter'd by the Luſts and Paſſions 
of others. Some appear barefac'd, and bid De- 
fiance to the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt : And 
others a& under a Covert, privily bringing dam- 
nable FHerefies, and ſecretly fap and undermine 
the Foundations of our Holy Religion. Men of 
Wit will make a Jeſt of Goſpel-Myſteries, and 
turn the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, into 
Sport and Banter. Men of Reafon will raiſe an 
Army of Objections againſt the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and try all the Arts of ſophiſtical Argu- 
mentation to charge it with Abſurdity and Con- 
tradiftion. And Men of Rage and Violence 
will breath out Threatning and Slaughter againſt 
the Preachers of the Goſpel, and ftrive to ſup- 
preſs the Truth by all the Methods of Injuſtice, 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion. And 2 the Goſpel 
meets with ſo much Oppoſition, what undaunt- 
ed Courage and excellent Abilities ſhould they 
be Maſters of, who are ſet for its Vindication 


and Defence? 
I MINI 


ſcover their Stratagems, and defeat 
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MiINIST ERS are put (as it were) in the 
Front of the Battel, and ſhould maintain their 
Ground againſt the fierce and open Attacks of 
Perſecution, and clandeſtine Attempts and In- 
croachments of Hereſy and falſe Doctrine. And, 
Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? What a rich 
Furniture of Gifts and Graces is needful for ſuch 
as are engag'd in the Miniſterial Function, to 
help them to acquit themſelves with Fidelity 
and Honour in that eminent Station they are 


2 in? What great Reaſon have we to fol- 


ow Paul's Advice to Timothy, m and give At- 
tendance to Readi, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, 
and meditate on theſe Things. But above all, to 
pray with Fervour and Importunity for the gra- 
cious Conduct, Direction, and Influence of the 
Holy Spirit, that we may be able Miniſters of 
the New Teſtament, and defend the Truth as it is 
in Jeſus. | 

2. WITH what little Reaſon and Juſtice have 
ſome Men caſt black and odious Aſperſions upon 


the Aſembly, and made frightful and tragical 


Qutcries againſt our late Proceedings? After all 
the Noiſe and Clamour which have been rais'd 
againſt us, upon a ſerious Review we need not 
be aſham'd of our Conduct. The Neceſſity and 
Importance of the Cafe will juſtify all the Steps 
we have taken; and if we ſuffer Reproach for a 
good Cauſe and a good Conſcience, let us take 
it patiently, and not render Evil for Evil, and 
Railing for eee We may venture to appeal 
to all impartial and unprejudic'd Judges, whether 


the Methods we bave purived in Defence of the 


Goſpel have not been juſt and righteous ? * N 


bave wrong'd no Man, we have corrupted no Man, 


* . 17: n 2 Cor. vii. 2. 


We 
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we have defrauded no Man. Whoſe Right have 


we invaded? Whoſe Liberty have we cramp'd 


or violated? What Engines of Cruelty have we 


invented to extort a Confeſſion of Faith? What 


Rigours have we uſed? Or what Hardſhips and 
Seyerities have we inflicted? We pretend to no 
coercive Power in Matters of Religion, but hope 
we ſhall ever maintain thoſe Principles which are 
moſt friendly to Mankind,and molt agreeable to the 


Spirit and Genius of the Goſpel. And as we 


would crave leave to judge for our ſelves, and act 


according to the Sentiments of our own Minds, 


ſo we truſt the Methods we have purſued in De- 
fence of the Truth, are far from Perſecution, and 


can ſcarce think they are entirely free from the 


Charge, who have attempted to fix this Odium 
ypon us. Does a voluntary Declaration of our 
Faith look like an Impoſition upon our Brethren, 
or a claiming Juriſdiction over other Mens Con- 
ſciences? _ ; | | 
: Ir any of the Miniſters who ſubſcrib'd, did it 
with Reluctance, or if they were conſtrained to 
it by any worldly Views, let them ſpeak out, 
and anſwer for themſelves, and before they do 
ſo, it is too bold and aſſuming to judge the Se- 
crets of their Hearts, or determine the Princt- 
ples and Motives by which they were acted. Can 
it be fairly interpreted as ſetting up a Court of 
Inquiſition, to give an expreſs Aſſent to the Doc- 
tine of the Trinity, as we conceive it is plainly 
revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures, or to form 
a Reſolution not to inveſt any with the Sacred 
Office, who will not fatisfy us as to the Sound- 


- nels of their Faith in this important Article? Or 


can it be juſtly deem'd derogatory to the Autho- 
pO D rity 
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riry of Chriſt, to ſign and publiſh what we take 
to be his Mind and Will? 

W HE N we thought ſome of the great Truths 
of the Goſpel were in Danger of being loſt, and 
poiſonous Errors were propagating and encrea- 
ting, could it be a Crime in us to purſue ſuch. 
Meaſures as we judg'd proper and neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh our People in the Faith, and put a ſtop 
to the ſpreading Contagion ? Or if Miniſters 
ſhould be ſuſpected to hold pernicious Opinions, 
contrary to ſound Doctrine, have they no Right 
to make a frank and open Confeſſion, to clear 
themſelves, and wipe off the Imputation? 

I x looks odd in thoſe Men, who have con- 
tended ſo much for Liberty and Charity, not to 
allow their Brethren a Liberty to ſubſcribe the 

Truth; or if they ſhould be ſo bold to do it, 
inſtead of putting a candid and favourable Con- 

ction upon their Management, load them 
with hard Cenſures and uncharitable Reflection 
Are we not the Miniſters of Chriſt Feſus? And 
mult we be blam'd if we imitate our Great Lor 
and Maſter, who before o Pontius Pilate witne/ 

fed a good Confeſſion? Paul ſpeaks in a Way o 
Commendation concerning Timothy his own So1 
m the Faith, that P he had confeſſed a good Con 
fefſion before many Witneſſes. 

4 Ir Chriſtians in general (much mori 
* ſhould Miniſters) contend for the Goſpel by : 
« conſtant reſolute adhering to the Profeſſior 
« of Chriſtianity, in Oppoſition to all Tempra: 
tions to part with, and recede from it, againſ 


? 1 Tim. iv. 13, ? x Tim. vi. 12. 4 Huddys Sermon 
d. 12 | 


4 4 
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t all thoſe Perſons and Things which are apt to 
& ſhake our Conſtancy, and fright us from our 
« Duty, ſeduce, allure, or betray us to a cow- 
c ardly deſerting, or ſueabing Concealment of our 
& Faith, or to a Practice inconſiſtent with it 
and by the patient bearing all the Evils and 
„ Inconveniencies which the ſteady Profeſſion 
of it may expoſe us to”. They are the 
Words of the Reverend Mr. Huddy in his Ser- 
mon before the A4/embly. 

3. Ir, as the Miniſters of Chriſt, we are ſet for 
the Defence of the Goſpel; then let us nor decline 
our Duty, or ſtart from our Poſt: But let us 
ſtrenuouſly aſſert the Doctrine, plead the Cauſe, 
and vindicate the Honour and — . of our 
great Lord and Maſter, expecting Support, En- 
couragement, and a Reward from him. * Seeing 
we have this Miniſtry, let us faint not; but re- 
nouncing the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty, not walks 
ing in Craftineſs, nor handling the Word of God 
deceitfully; let us by Manifeſtation of the Truth, 


 ' commend ourſelves to every Man's Conſcience in the 


Sight of God. That good Thing which is com- 
mitted to us, let us keep by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of 
his Might. 
Ix is with an affecting Sorrow I think on the 
fatal Errors, and unhappy Diviſions ſprung up 
in our Days, which eat as doth a Canter, and 
ſhed a malignant Influence .upon the Vitals of 
Chriſtianity. 

TRE Infidel and the Deiſt would fain pluck 


up our Holy Religion by the Roots, and leave 
* to the 222 Light of Nature, as the 


22 Cor, iv. 1, 2. 
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only Guide to Heaven and eternal Happineſs. 
Theſe Men with their impious Hands ſtrike at 
the whole Fabrick of Divine Revelation, and 
attempt to raze it to the very Foundation. 

Bur there are others, who pretend Friend- 
ſhip to Chriſtianity, and yet apparently weaken 
the bleſſed Building by thaking the Pillars, if 
not by pulling out the chief Corner- Stone of it. 
But whatever Efforts may be made againſt the 
Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour, or the awful 
Moyſteries of the Goſpel, let us ſtand up in their 
Vindication and Defence. M here is the Wiſe ? 
Where is the Scribe? Where is the Diſputer of 
this World ? Hath not God made fooliſh the Wiſ- 
dom of this World? For after that in the Wiſdom 
of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not God, it 
pleaſed God by the Foolifſhneſs of Preaching to ſave 
them that believe. * Let no Man deceive himſelf : 
If any Man among you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this 
World, let him become a Fool, that he may be 
Wiſe. 4 

Tun Cavils which have been raiſed againſt 
the Doctrine of the Trinity ſeem to be owing to 
an undue Veneration for Reaſon, and the Want: 
of a juſt Regard to ſupernatural Revelation. 

As Men ſhould not put out their Eyes, re- 
nounce their Underſtandings, or take Things 
upon 'Truft, and give up themſelves to an impli- 


_cit Faith; fo they ſhould not be too curious in 


prying into Divine Myſteries, but firmly believe 
what God hath plainly reveal'd in his Word, 
tho' the ſhort Line of Reaſon ſhould not be 


able to fathom or comprehend it. As Proteſtants 


it is our ſtanding and avowed Principle, that we 


1 Cor. i. a0, 21. * x Cor, iii. 18. 


ought 
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ought to make ſober and impartial Enquiries in- 
to the Grounds of our Religion, that we may 
be able to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us; 
and as Chriſtians we ſhould ſubmit to Divine 
Revelation, and think under the Conduct and 
Direction of the ſupreme Being, whoſe Under- 
ftanding is infinite, and whole Ways are paſt find- 
ing out. 

Tur RE are ſome Things in Nature beyond 
our Reach and Capacity, at leaſt in our preſent 
dark and imperfect State, which puzzle and non- 
plus all the Reaſon and Philoſophy of Mankind; 
no Wonder then we find our ſelves at a Loſs 
when we ſoar aloft to contemplate the God of 
Nature, and ſearch into that great Myſtery of 
Codlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh. Let the 

eat Maſters of Reaſon ſolve ſome of the My- 

eries of Nature. Let them tell us how the 
inanimate Seed (which is void of Contrivance 
and Self-Motion) when caſt into the Earth, 
ſprings up into the Contexture and Form of its 
proper Plant. Let them tell us by what ſecret 
and inviſible Ties the Soul which is an immate- 
rial Spirit, is united to Fleſh and Blood? And 
how it acts and operates upon the Body, how 
we feel Pleaſure and Pain, and how we move a 
Leg or an Arm, a Hand, a Finger, or the like? 
Let them give a plain and expreſs Account of 
theſe, and many other abſtruſe Things in Na- 
ture, and fairly anſwer all Objections; and then 
it would look more decent in them, to demand 
of us to ſolve the Myſtery of the Trinity, which 
is a proper Object of Faith, and above Reaſon, 
tho? not contrary to it: Then theſe Men might 
with a better Grace aſk, how One can be Three, 
and Three One; or how there is but one 
Al an 


| 
ö 
" 
i 
I] 
' 
| 
1 
: 
Yd 


1 

4 
n ; 
I 
| 
I 
„ 
* 
! 4 
18 
1h 


— — — 


E jp. 


— 4a 4 => 
rr 


* 2 ws 
— 7 
—— —— 8 


„ = F 
. — w—_ — 
_— — 


* 5 
"& © 


— i Se ESO OY = x. x . 
— — 2 S —— be — 
— — — 


(30) X 
and yet that this one God is Father, Son, and 
Spirit. Proud Man would fain ſtretch Reaſon 
beyond its due Bounds, and make bold Enqui- 
ries into Things to- lofty and ſublime for his 
narrow Faculties. Hor who can by ſearching find 
out God ? Some will give way to a vain Curio- 


ſity, and gaze into the moſt tremendous Myſte- 


' ries, tho' it many times proves fatal, and leads 


them into deſtructive Errors; like the Y Bethſhe- 

mites, who would look into the Ark, tho' they 

ſmarted for it. 7 
Wu Ar remains, but for me, 

Ig AND laſtly, to addreſs my ſelf to the Peo- 
, SUFFER, my Brethren, a Word of Exhor- 
ration, and let me intreat you to hold faſt the 
faithful Word, as you have been taught, and be 
not toſſed to and fro by every Wind of Doc- 
trine. Private Chriſtians have a Part to act in 
defending the Goſpel, as well as Miniſters. » Now 
we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord. 6H 

Wx have no greater Joy, than to ſee you 
ſtedfaſtly adhere to, and walk in the Truth, with 
ane Mind, ſtriving together for the Faith of the 
Goſpel. Your Lot is fallen in a Time of Trial; 
may the God of all Grace, ftabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
fettle you, that you may never quit the good 
Foundation you haye built your Hopes and — 
fidence upon. Believe not every Spirit, but try 
#be Spirits whether they are of God. Be mighty 
in the Scriptures ; bring every Opinion to the 
facred Teſt ; and let the Bible be the y Rule 


aa 


of your Religion. Let not your Faith ftand in 
I Sam. vi. 19. ® 1 Tbeſ. iii. 8, 
9 the 


(.31 ) 
the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. 
Give your firm Aſſent to what God hath mani- 
feſtly declared in his Holy Word, and do not 
argu and diſpute againſt it. Let the Revelation 
of Chriſt be the Object of your Faith, tho! it 
may be a Myſtery to your Reaſon. Be not too 
nice and curious in ſearching into what is unfa- 
thomable. Launch not out too far, leſt you go 
beyond your Length, loſe your Ground, and 
plunge in the deep. Conſent to wholeſome Words, 
even the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
. the Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs ;, a- 
voiding prophane and vain Bablings, and Oppoſiti- 
ons of Science falſly ſo called. Beware left any Man 
ſpoil you through Philoſophy, and vain Deceit, af 
ter the Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of 
the World, and not after Chriſt ; for in him dwelt 
leth the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily X. 
Ir ſhould be Matter of Lamentation, that 
any in our Days ſhould deny the true and pro- 
per Divinity of our Saviour. Upon this Score 
the Chriſtian may complain of ſuch as theſe, as 
Mary did in another Caſe; Y They have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him. When once Perſons deny the 
Godhead of Chriſt, they ſeem to be at a Loſs 
where to fix him, or in what Rank or Order of 
Being to aſſign his Place and Station. The Soci- 
nians will ſcarce own him to be any more than a 
mere Man. The Arians advance him to the 
Dignity of a ſuper-angelical Creature: And ſome 
of late have attempted to refine the Arian No- 
tion, and to give it (as they imagine) a more 


plauſible Turn, by making him to be ſomething 


* Coloſ,ii-8, 9g, John xx. 13. 
| more 


i ( 32 ) 
1 more than a Creature, and yet not the moſt high 
i God, or equal to the Father. But what Medi- 
i 88 um can there be between finite and infinite, be- 
f tween limited and unlimited? As for the Opini- 


on of a middle Being between Creature and 


| I | the ſupreme God, in the Apprehenſions of many, 

„ it carries in it a plain Contradiction; but if vul- 

„ gar Underſtandings muſt vail to Men of bright - 
1 | er Capacities and politer Parts, then what be- 

1 comes of the proteſtant Notion of a Judgment 

ll! 1 of Diſcretion, and of all thoſe ſpecious Declama- 

* tions ſome have made againſt Infallibility, who 

1 1 perhaps might think themſelves wrong'd, if they 

1 are not eſteem'd more zealous Contenders for 

1 the Principles of the Reformation than their 

5 Brethren? | 

if Tux Deity of our Saviour is ſo plainly and 


fully aſſerted in the Holy Scriptures, that he 
who runs, may read; and a ſerious, humble Chri- 


5 

4 

. 1 ſtian, who was never train'd up in the critical 
i Arts of Sophiſtry and ſubtil Equivocation, ſoon 
[8 diſcovers the important Truth, and is ready to 
WW break out with Thomas into a devout Rapture of 
5 Adoration, and ſay, My Lord and my God. The 
1 excellent Sermon lately preach'd on this Subject 
iÞ before this venerable Aſſembly, contains a noble 
+8 Defence of the Divinity of the bleſſed Jeſus. 
6. Let this valuable Point, as well as all the other 
. great and precious Truths of the Goſpel, be in- 
bl violably maintain'd by you, and-carefully kept as 
5 a ſacred Depoſitum, and an incotaparable Trea- 
MM ſure. And * as ye have received Ghrift Jeſus the 
il Lord, fo walk ye in him. Tranſcribe his Virtues 
| ji and Graces, and write after that glorious and 
ol | "MF" 
M Col. ii. 6, ; 
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(397) 
ſhining Copy your dear Redeemer hath ſet be- 
fore you. Let your Converſation be as becom- 
eth the Goſpel of Chriſt z and adorn the Docs 
trine of God your Saviour 1n all . Faith 


without Works is dead, being alone. If you are 
right in your Creed, yet if you are wrong in 
our Practice, you ſhall neyer enter into the 
om of Heaven. A wicked Life will 
bring upon Men certain and fwift Deſtruction, 
as well as damnable Hereſies. For the Wrath 
of God 1s revealed from Heaven againſt all Un- 
godlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men. And 
without Holineſs no Man fhall. ſee the Lord. 
b Therefore giving all Diligence, add to your 
Faith, Virtue; and to Virtue, Knowledge; and 
to Knowledge, Temperance , and to Temperance, 
Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſs ; and to 
Godlineſs, brotherly Kindneſs, and to brotherly 
| Kindneſs, Charity. For if theſe Things be in you, 
and abound, they make you that ye ſhall neither be 
barren, nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Let the bleſſed Goſpel which 
hath appeared unto you — 2 teach you to 
deny Vagodinc and worldly Lufts ; and to 
live b — and godlily in this pre- 
ſent evil World. | 
FiNALLY, my Brethren, whatſoever 
Things are true; whatſoever Things are honeſt ; 
whatſoever Things are juſt z whatſoever Things 
are pure; whatſoever N are lovely; what- 
ſoever Things are of good Report; if there be 
any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, think 
on theſe Things, and perſevere in the Practice 
of them; and then when you come to your final 


James ii. 17. » Pet. i. 5, 6, 
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